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There is no Karabakh without Shusha,
and no Azerbaijan without Karabakh at all!

Heydar Aliyev
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Decree of the President of the Republic
of Azerbaijan on declaring Shusha
the cultural capital of Azerbaijan

Shusha has historically been one of the important centers of Azerbaijan’s
historical-cultural and socio-political life. In 1977, at the initiative of the national
leader Heydar Aliyev, a decision was passed to “declare the historical part of
Shusha as a historical-architectural reserve”. Consequently, this decision was
instrumental for the protection of monuments in Shusha and perpetuation of
the memory of prominent figures of culture and art.

Following the armed aggression against Azerbaijan, the Republic of Arme-
nia occupied Shusha on May 8, 1992, and implemented the policy of destruction
of the historical and cultural heritage of our nation in the city.

The historical justice has been restored through the decisive and resolute
struggle of our army, and on November 8, 2020, Shusha was liberated from the
occupation. The inventory of damage to the city, its historical-cultural herit-
age and nature was immediately made and the restoration has been started. In
addition to this, special attention has been attached to Shusha’s governance to
ensure flexibility and efficiency in organizing the restoration and building activ-
ities. Shusha was the first district among the liberated territories to get the first
special presidential representative of the Azerbaijani Republic named.

Shusha’s historical-cultural significance and the exceptional moral value
for the people of Azerbaijan necessitate the city’s special care and treatment.
From this standpoint, the further improvement of the governance and legal
regulation in Shusha will be both conducive to the restoration and preservation
of the historical and cultural heritage and also for its permanent sustainable
development.

Guided by paragraph 32 of Article 109 of the Constitution of the Azerbai-
jani Republic, in order to restore the historical appearance of Shusha, to restore
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its former glory and to reunite it with its traditional rich in content cultural life,
as well as to internationally promote it as a shining pearl of the centuries-long
rich culture, architecture and urban planning, I decide:

1. To declare Shusha the cultural capital of Azerbaijan.
2. The Cabinet of Ministers of the Azerbaijani Republic shall resolve the

issues arising from this order.

ITham Aliyev

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan
Baku, May 7, 2021
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Shusha Declaration on Allied Relations between the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Republic of Turkey

The Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Turkey,

Emphasizing the historic significance of the meeting between President of
the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and President of the Republic of Turkey
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in the city of Shusha, the ancient cradle of culture of Azer-
baijan and the entire Turkic world,

Once again reaffirming their adherence to all international documents sig-
ned between the two friendly and fraternal countries, and to the Treaty of Kars
of October 13, 1921,

Guided by the “Agreement on the Development of Friendship and Comp-
rehensive Cooperation between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of
Turkey” and the “Protocol on Cooperation and Mutual Assistance between the
Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Turkey” signed on February 9, 1994,
as well as the “Agreement on Strategic Partnership and Mutual Assistance” sig-
ned between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Turkey on August
16, 20107,

Emphasizing that raising the relations between the Republic of Azerbaijan
and the Republic of Turkey to a qualitatively new and allied level on the basis of
friendship and brotherhood between the two countries and peoples serves the
interests of the two countries and peoples,

Realizing the importance of combining the capabilities and potentials of
both countries in the political, economic, defense, cultural, humanitarian, healt-
hcare, educational, social spheres, in the field of youth and sports in common
interests,

Stressing the importance of continuing joint efforts to ensure global and re-
gional peace, stability and security in accordance with the principles and norms
of international law, including the Charter of the United Nations,
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Expressing the need for mutual coordination of activities in regional and
international strategic issues of common interest,

Proceeding from the principles of solidarity and mutual assistance in bila-
teral and multilateral formats in such issues of national interest as independence,
sovereignty, territorial integrity of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of
Turkey, inviolability of their internationally recognized borders,

Combining efforts in promoting joint activities on the regional and interna-
tional plane aimed at the stable development of the Turkic world,

Emphasizing that the wise sayings of the founder of the Republic of Tur-
key, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, and the national leader of the Azerbaijani people,
Heydar Aliyev, “The joy of Azerbaijan is our joy and its sorrow is ours too” and
“One nation, two states”, are regarded as the national and spiritual heritage of
our peoples,

Comprehensively considering the prospects for further expansion and dee-
pening of bilateral relations between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic
of Turkey,

Hereby declare as follows:

The sides, expressing their satisfaction with the level of strategically deve-
loping relations between the two friendly and fraternal countries, note the im-
portance of continuing the political dialogue at all levels and mutual visits at the
highest level.

The sides proudly declare that Azerbaijan, having won a victory during the
44-day Patriotic war, put an end to the aggressive policy of Armenia that lasted
for 30 years, liberated its lands from occupation, secured the victory of justice
and the restoration of international law.

Azerbaijan highly appreciates the moral and political support of the Re-
public of Turkey in ending the 30-year Armenian aggression, liberating the oc-
cupied lands and restoring the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan. The parties will
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continue their efforts aimed at strengthening stability and security in the Cauca-
sus region, restoring all economic and transport links, normalizing the relations
between countries of the region and ensuring long-term peace. In this context,
the special geographical location of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic of the
Republic of Azerbaijan will be taken into account. The sides emphasize that the
contribution made by Turkey to the operation of the Turkish-Russian Joint Cen-
ter in the territories of Azerbaijan liberated from occupation plays an important
role in ensuring peace, stability and prosperity of the region.

The Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Turkey, guided by the prin-
ciples of independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity, inviolability of inter-
nationally recognized borders, noninterference in the internal affairs of states,
determine the political and legal mechanisms of their allied relations.

The parties note the importance of coordinating their foreign policies and
holding regular bilateral political consultations and emphasize in this context the
importance of activities between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of
Turkey within the framework of the High-Level Strategic Cooperation Council.

The parties pursue an independent foreign policy aimed at protecting and
ensuring national interests.

The parties make joint efforts aimed at the development of international
relations based on peace, friendship and good-neighborliness through stability
and prosperity on a regional and international scale, as well as the settlement of
conflicts and the solution of issues of global security and stability.

Demonstrating solidarity and mutual support on international issues of a
topical nature and of mutual interest, the parties, speaking from a consolidated
position, will deepen bilateral cooperation and support each other within the
framework of international and regional organizations, including the United Na-
tions, the OSCE, the Council of Europe, the Cooperation Council of Turkic-Spea-
king States, and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation.

If, in the opinion of one of the parties, there is a threat or an act of aggressi-
on from a third state or states against their independence, sovereignty, territorial
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integrity, the inviolability or security of their internationally recognized borders,
the parties will hold joint consultations and, in order to eliminate this threat or
acts of aggression, carry out initiatives in accordance with the purposes and prin-
ciples of the UN Charter and provide each other with the necessary assistance in
accordance with the UN Charter. After determining through urgent discussions
the volume and form of such possible assistance, a decision will be made to secure
defense needs for the adoption of joint measures and coordinated activities will be
organized of power-wielding and administrative agencies of the Armed Forces.

Joint meetings of the security councils on national security issues of the par-
ties will be held on a regular basis, discussing issues of national defense, regional
and international security that may affect the interests of the parties.

The parties will continue to make joint efforts aimed at reorganizing and
modernizing the armed forces of the two fraternal countries in accordance with
modern requirements.

Guided by the clearance of mined areas, the parties will support activities
aimed at normalizing life in the regions liberated from Armenian occupation.

The parties will encourage the exchange of personnel aimed at strengthe-
ning the defense capability and military security, conducting joint exercises and
trainings, increasing the interaction capabilities of the armed forces of the two
countries, cooperating closely in the management of weapons and ammunition
on the basis of modern technologies, and ensuring coordinated activities of aut-
horized agencies and institutions for this purpose. Azerbaijan and Turkey will
support the implementation of military exercises together with the armies of ot-
her friendly states.

The parties, carrying out mutual technological exchange in the maritime,
air and space spheres, and taking into account their national and international
obligations, will encourage the implementation of common projects in order to
develop joint capabilities and make a positive contribution to the development
of mutual technologies in the defense industry, provide their weapons and am-
munition, and mutually encourage production technologies and support the cre-
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ation of production industries that do not currently exist in their countries, the
implementation of joint research and production activities, cooperation between
defense industry bodies of the two countries in the field of technology, military
products and services in the domestic and international markets.

The parties note that the military-political cooperation developed between
the two states and meeting their national interests is not directed against third
states.

The parties emphasize the importance of further developing cooperation in
the field of cyber-security, and will conduct joint scientific research, train specia-
lists in this area and encourage mutual technical cooperation.

The parties will step up efforts aimed at diversifying national economies
and exports in trade and economic relations, as well as creating joint production
in promising industries and developing more favorable conditions for the mutu-
ally beneficial development of investment cooperation. In this context, Azerbai-
jan and Turkey will take measures aimed at creating mechanisms for organizing
the free movement of goods.

The parties emphasize the advanced role of Turkey and Azerbaijan in the
implementation of the strategic Southern Gas Corridor, which contributes to the
energy security of the region and Europe and ensures the diversification of sour-
ces and routes of natural gas. The parties will continue their efforts in a coor-
dinated manner aimed at rational use and further development of the Southern
Gas Corridor. The parties, taking into account the processes in the global energy
sector, also express their intention to continue their efforts in the field of electricity
and to intensify efforts towards regional cooperation in order to enhance the secu-
rity of energy supply of the region.

The parties will strengthen their cooperation in order to increase the com-
petitiveness of the East-West Transport Corridor passing through the territory of
the two countries. Azerbaijan and Turkey, using the technologies of intelligent
transport systems, will further develop the transit and transport potential on the
Azerbaijani-Turkish sections of international transport corridors.
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The parties note that the opening of the corridor connecting Azerbaijan and
Turkey between western regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Nakhchi-
van Autonomous Republic of the Republic of Azerbaijan (the Zangazur corridor)
and, as a continuation of this corridor, the construction of the Nakhchivan-Kars
railway will make an important contribution to the development of transport
and communication links between the two countries.

The parties emphasize that the current level of relations between Turkey
and Azerbaijan contributes to the overall regional and international peace and
prosperity and that by bringing peace and prosperity not only to the two count-
ries but also to the region as a whole, these relations serve stability, peace and the
interests of the international community headed by countries of the region.

The parties will expand and deepen their joint efforts and cooperation in
the field of combating various threats and challenges that have a negative impact
on regional and international stability and security, in particular terrorism, all its
forms and manifestations, financing, as well as the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, organized crime, money laundering, drug trafficking, human
trafficking, illegal migration.

The Republic of Azerbaijan condemns any activity directed against the so-
vereignty, territorial integrity, inviolability of borders, stability and security of
the Republic of Turkey, including all forms and manifestations of terrorism, and
resolutely supports the fight the Republic of Turkey is waging against terrorism.

The parties will consolidate their efforts to further develop cooperation
between Azerbaijani and Turkish diasporas living in different countries, take jo-
int action against common problems they face and show consistent solidarity.

The parties will encourage coordination and mutual support of diaspora
activities in representing their countries and communicating the historical truth
related to the protection of national interests to the world.

The parties, stressing that Armenia’s unfounded claims against Turkey, at-
tempts to distort history and politicize historical facts through their distortion,
harm peace and stability in the region, strongly support the efforts of Turkey in
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this context, which has opened its archives in connection with the events of 1915
in order to encourage the opening of archives in Armenia and other countries
and enable a research to be conducted on this topic by historians.

In accordance with the “Memorandum of Understanding on Strategic Co-
operation between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Turkey in the
Field of Media” signed on December 10, 2020, the parties, taking into account
the capabilities of the Azerbaijan-Turkish media platform, will further strengthen
cooperation between relevant agencies of the two countries in the field of in-
formation, communication and public diplomacy. Within this framework, active
consultations and exchanges of information will be regularly held between the
ministers of foreign affairs.

The parties encourage further strengthening of inter-parliamentary coope-
ration and increased interaction in this direction.

The parties will ensure the provision of the necessary public support for
important manifestations of the common values of the two peoples and carry out
joint activities to protect the historical and cultural heritage.

The parties note the intensification of national and international efforts that
will serve the unity and well-being of the Turkic world.

The parties will strengthen cooperation in the field of promoting and ad-
vancing Turkic cultural heritage at the international level.

In order to further strengthen Turkic cooperation, the parties will give an
impetus to the activities carried out within the framework of the Cooperation
Council of Turkic-Speaking States, the Turkic Academy, the Foundation of Turkic
Culture and Heritage, TURKSOY and the Inter-Parliamentary Assembly of Tur-
kic-Speaking Countries.

The parties express their satisfaction with the agreement reached on the
entry of citizens of one party into the territory of the other party with domestic
passports only and, noting the exceptional importance of this agreement in terms
of proximity between our peoples and ties between them, approve the adoption
of appropriate measures to enable citizens of one party to obtain the right to re-
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side in the territory of the other party in accordance with the principle of
reciprocity.

The parties, providing the necessary state support, will continue to
develop and deepen close ties on the basis of common values in the huma-
nitarian sphere, in the field of social protection, science, education, healt-
hcare, culture, youth and sports. To this end, relevant agencies of the two
countries will carry out joint activities on a permanent basis.

This Declaration is signed in the city of Shusha on June 15, 2021 in the
Azerbaijani and Turkish languages in two original copies, and all texts are
equally authentic.

President of the Republic President of the Republic
of Azerbaijan of Turkey
Ilham Aliyev Recep Tayyip Erdogan
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Dear readers!

Here comes a new book by the Azerbaijani Association for Civil Society Development.

I am delighted that we live in Azerbaijan that has regained Karabakh, Shusha...
As well, I am thrilled that copies of this book will also occupy their rightful place on the
bookshelves of Shusha libraries...

In November 2020, Azerbaijani President and Supreme Commander-in-Chief Il-
ham Aliyev declared the liberation of Shusha, a charming corner of our country, from the
Armenian occupation and its reunion with the HOMELAND!

On that day, the people of Azerbaijani have again become joyous. The people of
Azerbaijan have restored own pride and have regained their might.

Today we are even stronger!

The book “Ilham Aliyev: Dear Shusha, we are back!” is being prepared for the publi-
cation after the signing of a very important and historic document, “the Shusha Declaration
on the Allied Relations between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Turkey”.

The official visit of the president of the fraternal Republic of Turkey, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, to Azerbaijan has just ended. And we will analyze the statements of the presi-
dents of the two brotherly countries, Azerbaijan and Turkey, for a very long time. The text
of the Declaration signed in front of the house of Khurshidbanu Natavan, the daughter of
the last khan of Shusha, Mehdigulu khan, savagely destroyed by the Armenian occupiers,
will be studied and learnt by the whole world.

The signing of this document in Shusha is extremely important.

Shusha has a special place in the historical and cultural heritage of the Azerbaijani
people. Founded in 1752, in the second half of XVIII century, Shusha was already one of
the famous Azerbaijani cities and the musical centre of the Caucasus at the end of the XIX
and early XX centuries. In different periods, Shusha was called Little Paris, an art temple
of the Caucasus, the cradle of the Azerbaijani music and the conservatory of the Caucasus.

Shusha has gone down in history as the center of our national culture, the cradle of
our poetry and music as well as the source of our spiritual pride, which takes a special
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place in the development and dissemination of the Azerbaijani musical culture world-
wide. Shusha is both the birthplace of Uzeyir bay Hacibayli, Zulfugar Hacibayli, Soltan
Hacibayli, Jabbar Qaryagdioglu, Bulbul, Khan Shushinski, Rashid Behbudov, Suleyman
Alasgarov and hundreds of unmentioned celebrities of culture and dramaturgy. The most
spectacular and famous representatives of our national art music were born in Shusha.

May 8, 1992 — the day of the occupation of Shusha — inflicted a heavy blow on
the morale of the Azerbaijani nation. The invasion of Shusha was a heavy pain for the
people of Azerbaijan. With Shusha’s occupation, 480 innocent civilians were killed, 600
were wounded and 22,000 were displaced. The fates of our captured 68 compatriots still
remain unknown.

Throughout the occupation of Azerbaijani lands, the Armenian armed forces also
brutally destroyed national cultural monuments of the Azerbaijani people and inflicted
irreparable damage to the cultural heritage of Azerbaijan - an integral part of the world
nations. Historical and cultural monuments of the Azerbaijani people were razed to the
ground and deliberately wiped off in the captured territories. Accordingly, because of
Shusha’s occupation, 8 museums, 31 libraries, 17 clubs, 8 culture houses were razed to
the ground. About 5,000 exhibits of the Shusha city museum of history, 1,000 exhibits of
the Shusha branch of the Azerbaijani State Museum of Carpet and Folk Applied Arts, the
State Museum of the History of Karabakh, museum collections of the memorial museums
of Uzeyir Hajibayli (over 300 items), founder of the Azerbaijani professional music; of
great singer Bulbul (about 400 items), founder of the Azerbaijani vocal art; of Mir Mov-
sum Navvab (over 100 items), prominent musician and painter, were plundered.

The Armenian aggressors took statues of Uzeyir bay Hacibayli and Bulbul, great
figures of the Azerbaijani music, as well as poetess Khurshidbanu Natavan from Shusha
to Armenia. Contrary to the moral norms, these monuments were riddled with bullets and
damaged with heavy machinery. Thanks to the resolute steps of the Azerbaijani govern-
ment, the busts were again obtained with great difficulty and brought back to Baku. Shu-
sha’s liberation also healed “the wounds” of the statues of Uzeyir bay Hacibayli, Bulbul,
Khurshidbanu Natavan that had been riddled with bullets of Armenians.

Shusha, the symbol of might of Karabakh and Azerbaijan as a whole and the pearl
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of the historical and cultural heritage of the Azerbaijani people, has reunited with the FA-
THERLAND after many years owing to the strong will power of the Supreme Command-
er-in-Chief Mr. Ilham Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the courage of
the Azerbaijani Army. The yearning for Shusha, of which the gates remained closed for
the Azerbaijani people for 28 years, has come to an end. The gates of Shusha were again
opened for people of Azerbaijan, who, throughout the history have lived here, created this
pearl of culture, and engraved the history of heroism, bravery and courage with their blood
on this land.

It is useful to recall that assessing Shusha’s exceptional importance for Azerbaijan,
national leader Heydar Aliyev said that there could be no “Karabakh without Shusha and
no Azerbaijan without Karabakh as a whole”.

In his interviews with various international news agencies and TV channels at differ-
ent times, including after the September 27, 2020 counteroffensive operations, Mr. [lham
Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Supreme Commander-in-Chief,
constantly underscored the historical, cultural and spiritual significance of Shusha for the
Azerbaijani people.

Remarks by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan made in his December 10,
2020 speech to the Victory Parade at Baku’s Liberty Square are of great importance:

“Undoubtedly, one of the biggest contributors of Azerbaijan’s military and diplo-
matic successes is my dear brother President Ilham Aliyev. By this, my brother ITham Ali-
yev has also accomplished the last wish of late Heydar Aliyev. I also take this opportunity
and thank the national leader Heydar Aliyev, who laid the foundation of a strong Azerbai-
jan. I hope that Azerbaijan will further achieve miracles under the resolute leadership of
my brother ITham Aliyev.”

Dear readers!
A historic victory was achieved within 44-day patriotic war in 2020. A glorious

history has been made and this history must be written, as it is essential.
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev has declared Shusha the capital of the Azerbaijani
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culture. Following this move, Shusha has acquired prominence worldwide. Dr. Salim Mo-
hammed AlMalik, Director General of the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (ISESCO), said that they wanted to see Shusha as the cultural capital of the
Islamic world. The Cooperation Council of Turkic Speaking States proposed to announce
Shusha as the cultural capital in 2022 and to hold numerous cultural events there.

It is no exaggeration to say that the Kharibulbul music festival, the idea of which
belonged to President Ilham Aliyev, and organized by the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, for
the first time after the occupation of Shusha, resounded throughout the world.

Currently, the research of Shusha’s glorious history, its rich culture and the life-and-
death battle for the liberation of the city are one of the most pressing issues.

Addressing the opening of the Military Trophy Park in Baku on April 12, 2021, Azer-
baijani President Ilham Aliyev said: “After the Shusha operation, Armenia dropped to its
knees. The Shusha operation is a separate epic and it will be spoken about for a long time.
However, those, who visit Shusha and see those steep cliffs, cannot imagine how this im-
pregnable fortress was taken. We have regained Shusha only thanks to the professionalism,
courage, heroism and national spirit, and the enemy fell to its knees, bowed its head, raised
the white flag, admitted defeat, signed an act of surrender on November 10 and we have oc-
cupied Kalbacar, Lacin and a part of Agdam districts returned without firing a single shot.”

When this book was ready for printing, good news came...

The servicemen of our Armed Forces, who took part in the military operations for
the liberation of the territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan, showed courage and brav-
ery, performed their duties with dignity and honesty, were awarded various orders and
medals as ordered by President Ilham Aliyev - Supreme Commander-in-Chief.

Under the June 24 presidential decrees, 11,365 people were awarded “For the lib-
eration of Fuzuli”; 11,831 people “For the liberation of Khojavand”; 3,435 people “For
the liberation of Zangilan; 10,211 people “For the liberation of Jabrayil”; 5,867 people
“For the liberation of Qubadli”; 5,784 people “For the liberation of Shusha”; 3,522 peo-
ple “For the liberation of Aghdam™; 4,225 people “For the liberation of Kalbacar”; 2,643
people “For the liberation of Lachin”; 10,647 people “For the liberation of Suqovusan”;
731 people “For the Motherland”; 616 people “For Valor”; 2,893 people “Brave Warrior”;
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786 people “For Distinguished Service” and 1,743 people “For Military Service” medals.
By another presidential decree, 2 people were awarded the “Karabakh™; 28 service-
men for “The Azerbaijani Flag Order”; 13 people the 3rd degree of “Valor”; 7 people the
3rd degree “Order for Service to the Motherland” orders. The total number of the awar-
dees is 76,349.
I am confident that this book by the Azerbaijani Association for Civil Society De-
velopment will be a remarkable gift for Azerbaijan with regained Karabakh and Shusha.

Elkhan Suleymanov,
President of the Association for Civil
Society Development in Azerbaijan
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Photos of official chronicle

1. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Victorious Supreme Commander-in-
Chief [lham Aliyev addressing the nation

2. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and First Lady Mehriban
Aliyeva outside the tomb of the national leader Heydar Aliyev at the Alley of Honor

3. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and First Lady Mehriban
Aliyeva paying tribute to the prominent ophthalmologist-scholar, academician Zarifa
Aliyeva at the Alley of Honor

4-5. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan [lham Aliyev and First Lady Mehriban
Aliyeva at the Alley of Martyrs

6. Supreme Commander-in-Chief I[lham Aliyev addressing military in Shusha

7. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, First Lady Mehriban
Aliyeva and their daughter Leyla Aliyeva outside Saatli Mosque in Shusha

8. Outside Bulbul’s bust vandalized by Armenians;

9. Doing historic justice — the bust of Uzeyir Hajibayli again in Shusha

10. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, First Lady Mehriban
Aliyeva in Ashagi Govharagha Mosque

11. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, First Lady Mehriban
Aliyeva and their daughter Leyla Aliyeva on the Jidir Duzu plain

12. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and First Lady Mehriban
Aliyeva inspecting the renovation plan of Molla Panah Vagif’s shrine

13. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan [lham Aliyev outside Vagif’s shrine that
will be renovated

14. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan [lham Aliyev inspecting the remains of
Panahali khan’s Palace

15. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan [lham Aliyev inspecting the site where
the bust of Molla Panah Vagif will be erected.

16. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and First Lady Mehriban
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Aliyeva at the Karvansaray historical-architectural complex

17. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and First Lady Mehriban
Aliyeva inspecting the restoration of Dashalti village

18. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan [lham Aliyev addressing the nation on
the occasion of Novruz Holiday

19. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, First Lady Mehriban
Aliyeva and their daughter Leyla Aliyeva on the Jidir Duzu plain

20. At the opening of “Kharibulbul” hotel in Shusha after renovation

21. At the foundation stone laying ceremony of a new mosque in Shusha

22. Inspecting the building that will house Shusha Creative Center

23. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev together with military at
the opening of “Kharibulbul” Music Festival on Jidir Duzu plain in Shusha

24. Fireworks in the sky of Karabakh, in Shusha

25. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and First Lady Mehriban
Aliyeva, and their daughters Leyla Aliyeva and Arzu Aliyeva in Yukhari Govharagha
Mosque

26-27. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and First Lady
Mehriban Aliyeva at “Kharibulbul” Music Festival on Jidir Duzu plain

28. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev at the foundation stone
laying ceremony for tunnel to be constructed on Ahmadbayli-Fuzuli-Shusha highway

29. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev and President of the
Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan leaving for Shusha

30-31. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, President of the
Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan and First Lady Emine Erdogan inspecting the
surrounding areas of Shusha

32-33. At the official welcoming ceremony of the high guest in Shusha

34. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan [lham Aliyev awarding the “Karabakh”
order to Lutfi Haluk Bayraktar, General Director of “Baykar” company

35. At the signing ceremony of “Shusha Declaration on allied relations between the
Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Turkey”
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36. Presidents of Azerbaijan and Turkey making a joint press statement

37. President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, First Lady Mehriban
Aliyeva, President of the Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan and First Lady
Emine Erdogan at “Khan gizi” spring

38. A walk through Shusha city

39-40. At the event dedicated to presentation of “Musical heritage and Karabakh
horses on the Jidir Duzu plain” composition

41. President of the Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan and First Lady
Emine Erdogan pictured with “Kharibulbul” composition, a symbol of Karabakh

42. President of the Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan addressing the Milli
Majlis (Parliament)
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ITham Aliyev: "Dear Shusha, we are back!”

President Ilham Aliyev and First Lady Mehriban Aliyeva
visited Alley of Honors and Alley of Martyrs
The head of state, Victorious Commander-in-Chief addressed
the nation at the Alley of Martyrs
08.11.2020

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Victorious Commander-in-Chief
ITham Aliyev and first lady Mehriban Aliyeva have today visited the Alley of
Honors and the Alley of Martyrs.

AZERTAC reports that the head of state addressed the nation at the Alley
of Martyrs.

President Ilham Aliyev and first lady Mehriban Aliyeva first paid respect to
national leader Heydar Aliyev at the Alley of Honors.

President Ilham Aliyev laid a wreath at the tomb of national leader Heydar
Aliyev.

The state anthem of Azerbaijan was played.

The head of state and his wife also paid tribute to prominent ophthalmolo-
gist, academician Zarifa Aliyeva.

They also put flowers at the graves of state figure Aziz Aliyev and physi-
cian, scientist Tamerlan Aliyev.

President ITham Aliyev and first lady Mehriban Aliyeva then visited the
Alley of Martyrs. The head of state and the first lady commemorated Azerbaijani
heroes who gave their lives for the country's independence and territorial integ-
rity, and put flowers at their graves.

President Ilham Aliyev laid a wreath at the Eternal Flame monument.

The state anthem of Azerbaijan was played.

The head of state addressed the nation at the Alley of Martyrs.
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Address of President of the Republic of Azerbaijan and Victorious
Commander-in-Chief Ilham Aliyev to the nation

- Dear fellow countrymen, dear sisters and brothers!

It is with great pride that I declare that the city of Shusha has been liberated
from occupation! Shusha is ours! Karabakh is ours! I heartily congratulate all the
people of Azerbaijan on this occasion. I heartily congratulate all the people of
Shusha.

Shusha, which was under occupation for 28 and a half years, has been liber-
ated! Shusha is free now! We have returned to Shusha! We have won this historic
victory on the battlefield. November 8, 2020 will forever remain in the history
of Azerbaijan. This history will live forever. This is the day of our glorious vic-
tory! We have won this victory on the battlefield, not at the negotiating table. I
have said many times that, despite all the statements, there are military solutions
to this contflict, the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, and we are
proving it on the battlefield today. Nearly 30 years of meaningless negotiations
did not bring us any closer to the result. Our ancient historical lands had been
under occupation for almost 30 years. In the process of negotiations, the Arme-
nian side simply wanted to gain time, strengthen the status quo and perpetuate
it. Over the years, signals sent to Azerbaijan from various power centers were
repeatedly urging us to put up with the situation. However, showing determi-
nation, courage and political will, we did not go for any agreement that did not
meet the interests of the Azerbaijani people. I have repeatedly stated from all
international forums that the restoration of our lands and territorial integrity is
our main task, and we are fulfilling this task. Negotiations did not yield any re-
sults. They were just trying to fool us, they were just trying to freeze the issue.
We have won this victory on the battlefield, we have won this victory by giving
martyrs. May God have mercy on all our martyrs! I ask God’s mercy for all our
martyrs who died in the first Karabakh war and the second Karabakh war- the
Patriotic war as we call it. I wish God’s healing to our wounded compatriots. We
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are liberating our lands from occupiers at the cost of the lives and blood of our
people, soldiers and officers. We are expelling the occupiers from our lands and
we will expel them!

Shusha was under occupation for 28 and a half years. Shusha has a spe-
cial place in the history of Azerbaijan. This is our ancient and historical city. For
centuries, Azerbaijanis have lived, built and created in Shusha. Shusha is a pearl
not only of Azerbaijan but also of the entire Caucasus. However, by occupying
Shusha, the hated enemy dealt a great blow to our cultural heritage, destroyed
our historical sites, destroyed our mosques and insulted us. We have now re-
turned to Shusha. We will restore all our historical sites, all our mosques, and a
call to prayer will be heard in Shusha again after 28 years. A few years ago, at the
opening of a mosque built on my instructions in the Jojuq Marjanly settlement
which was liberated from occupation after the April 2016 fighting, I stated that
this mosque was similar to the Shusha mosque. It is of the same size and archi-
tectural style. I said that one day we would restore our mosques destroyed by
Armenian vandals in Shusha, and that day is coming. Today, the Azerbaijani flag
is flying in Shusha. Today, all the people of Azerbaijan are proud to welcome this
good news.

We are gathering strength in a focused manner, tirelessly, despite all the
pressures. We are building up economic power. If we did not have economic
power, it would not be possible to achieve this victory. First of all, economic inde-
pendence had to be secured and was secured. Today, Azerbaijan is not economi-
cally dependent on anyone, on any country or international financial institution.
This independence has allowed us the opportunity to develop our country and
strengthen our army at the same time. We buy all the military equipment and
weapons needed for our Army from foreign markets. If we didn’t have econom-
ic opportunities, how could we get them? I think that by pursuing a successful
policy within the country, we have created a unique model of development for
the world. Our internal solidarity, national unity and common cause gave us
additional strength, did not allow some hated foreign circles to implement their
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ugly plans in respect of Azerbaijan. However, there were such plans, there were
such attempts. We have repulsed these attempts by showing political resolve and
unity, we have defended our pride as a people, as a nation, we have defended
our independent choice, and we have proved that no-one can or will interfere in
our work. Without this unity and national solidarity, we would never have been
able to liberate our lands from occupiers. The main goal of the smear campaign,
the campaign of libel and defamation against us over the years was to remove us
from our main task, to distance us, to drown us in internal problems and to keep
the occupied territories in the hands of the occupiers forever. Strong political will
and the unity of the people and government overthrew these plans.

The third key factor in our victory is our success at the international level.
We have proved to the whole world that Karabakh has always been the land of
Azerbaijan. We have proved that the Azerbaijani people have lived in these lands
for centuries. We have proved that the Armenian population was settled to these
lands only 200 years ago, how it was resettled and for what purpose. We present-
ed it all to the world community, with evidence and facts. We have proved that
Nagorno-Karabakh is historical and ancient land of Azerbaijan, and this issue
must be resolved on the basis of the norms and principles of international law. All
of the world’s leading organizations, all international organizations have adopt-
ed fair resolutions and decisions on the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict. Four resolutions of the UN Security Council, resolutions of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly, resolutions of the Non-Aligned Movement, resolutions of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation, resolutions of the European Parliament and
other international organizations unequivocally recognized Nagorno-Karabakh
as an integral part of Azerbaijan. This gave us additional strength. If we had
not done that, the processes surrounding the conflict today could cause us great
problems. Over the years, we have been able to establish relations with many
countries on the basis of sincere, businesslike and mutual respect. Many coun-
tries consider Azerbaijan a strategic partner, and this expression is already re-
flected in international documents. We have been able to establish relations with
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all neighboring countries on the basis of sincere friendship, mutual respect and
mutual trust. If we had not done that, a completely different process could have
taken place around the conflict today.

When Shusha was occupied, our main problems were that we did not have
an army and the leadership could not fulfill its duties. At the international lev-
el, Azerbaijan had strained relations with almost all countries. We were almost
isolated. But today we have isolated Armenia. Our transnational projects have
created a completely new landscape in the region. We have redesigned the ener-
gy and transport maps of the region. The projects implemented on our initiative
meet the interests not only of our people, but also the interests of many countries,
including the countries of the region. We have both bilateral and trilateral co-
operation formats with neighboring countries. All this has greatly strengthened
Azerbaijan’s international authority. Without these achievements, the problem
could remain frozen.

Finally and, first of all, army building. During these 17 years, the key part
of my work has been devoted to army building, to strengthening our army, to
equipping our army with the most modern weaponry. It was not an easy task
either. Material resources alone are not enough to buy these weapons. At the
same time, diplomatic and political efforts must be made, and we have achieved
all this. Today, Azerbaijan provides for its military needs from many countries.
At the same time, the defense industry has been created in Azerbaijan on my
initiative. We meet the needs of our army largely through domestic production.
Azerbaijan produces more than 1,000 types of military products, including the
most modern ones. This is our activity — building the army, solving the material
and housing problems of our servicemen, solving the problems of the retired
servicemen, providing them with apartments, improving the working conditions
of our servicemen. We have rebuilt almost all our military camps and military
bases, and they meet the highest standards. Of course, first of all, there is combat
capability. The ability to fight has increased. Repeated military parades on Azad-
lig Square have shown the world our strength.
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Increasing combat capability is a key factor in army building. We use mod-
ern weapons, we use technology and we destroy enemy equipment, but it is
Azerbaijani soldiers who liberate our lands, it is Azerbaijani officers who liberate
them. They are the ones who chase the enemy with a flag and a weapon in their
hands, soldiers who destroy the enemy. Long live our soldiers!

We have created such an army! We said to the occupiers, we said to them,
put an end to the occupation before it is too late. Therefore, our policy was un-
equivocal at all times. We have said that if the issue is not resolved peacefully,
we will resolve the issue militarily. I have said this many times. Therefore, I have
been criticized by some countries. I said to them: weren’t our lands occupied by
military means? Has Armenia occupied our lands peacefully? Every country has
the right to self-defense. This right is given to us by the UN Charter. I said that if
I see that the talks are completely ineffective, we will be left with no other option.
Let everyone know this — the enemy, its supporters and the mediators involved
in this matter. I have always kept my word. I did what I told the Azerbaijani
people. I kept my word on this issue and we are already celebrating the Victory.

Since September 27, more than 200 cities, villages and settlements have been
liberated, including the city of Fuzuli, which has been completely destroyed. The
hated enemy did not leave a single safe building there. Jabrayil is completely
destroyed. Gubadli, Zangilan are completely destroyed. Villages, cities. Hadrut
settlement, Sugovushan settlement and the city of Shusha today.

Our victory march continues. There are still occupied lands and the fight-
ing still continues. If the Armenian leadership does not respond to my demand,
we will go to the end. No-one can stop us. There is no force in the world that
can stop us. Armenia has already admitted its bitter defeat, has humiliated itself
and insulted its people. The Armenian leadership now seeks help, military assis-
tance, weapons and equipment from other countries. Where is your invincible
army now? We have destroyed it. All their words, all their statements were a
myth, a lie. The invincible army is the Azerbaijani Army! We showed this on the
battlefield, expelled the enemy from the lands on our own. Billions of dollars
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have been spent over 30 years, fortifications have been built, engineering facil-
ities have been built. But we have destroyed them all — at the cost of our spirit,
strength and unity!

I want to say again that our victory march continues. Enemy forces must
be withdrawn from all occupied territories. This is our demand. International
norms and principles, decisions and resolutions of international organizations
require exactly that.

Dear sisters and brothers, today I give this good news to my native people
here in the Alley of Martyrs. This is not accidental. This is natural. Today, I bow
once again to the souls of our martyrs. Today I declare that the blood of our mar-
tyrs does not remain unavenged. The blood of the victims of Armenian atrocities,
the victims of Khojaly, does not remain unavenged. We took our revenge on the
battlefield. We have never fought against civilians, we didn’t do it this time either.
Although the hated enemy has killed 93 and wounded more than 400 civilians
with cowardly fire. But I said no, we are Azerbaijanis! We will take our revenge
on the battlefield! We have destroyed their army, we have destroyed their equip-
ment, we are destroying and will destroy. We will drive out the enemy!

Today, I also visited the grave of great leader Heydar Aliyev and paid my
respects. I said in my heart, I am happy to have fulfilled my father’s will. We have
liberated Shusha! This is a great victory! The souls of our martyrs and the Great
Leader are happy today! Congratulations, Azerbaijan! Congratulations, Azerbai-
janis of the world!

These days I receive thousands of letters from Azerbaijanis around the
world, from people living in Azerbaijan. I get thousands of letters every day. I
just regret that I can’t read them all. There is simply not enough time. What won-
derful words, what great support! Today we prove to the whole world that we
are a great nation, we are a proud nation! We are an invincible people! We show
the enemy’s place on the battlefield!

These days, I have repeatedly appealed to the people of Azerbaijan and
showed my fist to the enemy. I said that this is not such a fist. This is an iron fist.
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We will crush the head of the enemy with this iron fist! At the same time, this fist
is a symbol of our unity. Today, the people of Azerbaijan are as united as this fist!
It will always be the case! This unity will last forever! This unity will allow us to
tulfill all our responsibilities in the future. For all these years — for 17 years — I
have felt the support of the Azerbaijani people. I have seen your trust, your kind
attitude to me. It gives me strength. This is invaluable support for my policy. I
have always assured the people of Azerbaijan that I will serve my homeland and
my people with dignity and loyalty. I am glad that I have kept my word. As al-
ways, I have kept my word.

Giving this good news to the people of Azerbaijan on this historic day is
perhaps one of the happiest days of my life.

Dear Shusha, you are free!

Dear Shusha, we are back!

Dear Shusha, we will revive you!

Shusha is ours! Karabakh is ours! Karabakh is Azerbaijan!

https://lazertag.az

— 34—



,I/

ITham Aliyev: "Dear Shusha, we are back

Mehriban Aliyeva: We have returned our Shusha!
I congratulate all of you on this significant historic event
08.11.2020

First Vice-President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Mehriban Aliyeva has
congratulated the people of Azerbaijan on the liberation of Shusha.

First Vice-President Mehriban Aliyeva has shared a post on her official Insta-
gram page on the occasion of the historic victory, AZERTAC reports. The post says:

“All our people are indescribably proud and happy at these moments! Shu-
sha has been liberated from occupation! I extend my sincere congratulations to
all our compatriots on this occasion!

After years of grief, longing and tragic events, historical justice is being re-
stored! Today’s heroism of a generation of heroes defending our homeland and
liberating the ancient lands of Azerbaijan from occupation will forever go down
in the history of Azerbaijan, will forever remain in the memory of all of us!

The liberation of every inch of Azerbaijani lands is being made possible thanks
to the heroism and courage of our brave soldiers, their endurance and determina-
tion to win! May God have mercy on our martyrs who died for the motherland!

Dear brothers and sisters!

We have returned our Shusha! I once again congratulate all of you on this
significant historic event.

May the unity of the people and the President, the guarantor of all our
successes, achievements and victories, be strengthened day by day! Today, this
unity allows Azerbaijan the opportunity to demonstrate its strength! Thanks to
national solidarity, trust, confidence and support of the people, our President is
able to successfully cope with all complex issues! May Almighty God protect our
army, our people, our Motherland and our President! Shusha is ours! Karabakh
is Azerbaijan!”

https://lazertag.az
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First Vice-President Mehriban Aliyeva: I am very happy
to be in our liberated ancient city of Shusha
15.01.2021

First Vice-President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Mehriban Aliyeva has
made an Instagram post on her visit to the liberated city of Shusha.
AZERTAC presents the post.

“Dear brothers and sisters!

I am very happy to be in our native, ancient city of Shusha, which was liber-
ated from occupation. It is with great pleasure that I share with you the footages
of our visit to this beautiful land.

With reverence and love,

Your MEHRIBAN.”

https://lazertag.az
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President Ilham Aliyev laid foundation stones for
Fuzuli-Shusha highway and Fuzuli airport in
Fuzuli district, visited the city of Shusha
15.01.2021

On January 14, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev laid
foundation stones for Fuzuli-Shusha highway on the 27th km of Ahmadbayli-Fu-
zuli-Shusha highway, as well as airport in Fuzuli district.

President Ilham Aliyev, first lady Mehriban Aliyeva and their daughter
Leyla Aliyeva then visited the city of Shusha, capital of Azerbaijani culture which
was liberated from occupation.

Driving the car to Shusha, President IlTham Aliyev said:

- We left early in the morning. The destination is Shusha city.

We are driving into the liberated lands. The glorious Azerbaijani Army at-
tacked from this direction and drove the enemy out of our lands.

The village of Garakhanbayli of Fuzuli district destroyed by the Armenians.

The newly developed project of the Fuzuli-Shusha highway includes the
construction of bridges and tunnels. The new road will be connected to Fuzuli
airport and a new road will be built to Isa bulaghi.

The head of state and first lady laid the foundation stone for the road.

President Ilham Aliyev: We have laid the foundation of the Fuzuli-Shusha
road. Now we will lay the foundation of the Fuzuli airport. At least the airport
runway should be put into operation this year.

President Ilham Aliyev and first lady Mehriban Aliyeva then laid the foun-
dation stone for international airport in Fuzuli district.

The airport, to have a runway that is 2,800 meters long, will be equipped with
infrastructure in compliance with international standards. All conditions will be
created here for the arrival and departure of planes and the comfort of passengers.

President Ilham Aliyev said:
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- Today, on January 14, the foundation of Fuzuli International Airport was
laid. I have informed the Azerbaijani people about the construction of the airport.
This is a very important project for the development of our liberated regions. The
Fuzuli International Airport is to be commissioned this year. At least the runway
should be commissioned this year. The airport building may be commissioned
this year or next year. The main purpose of this airport is to facilitate the arrival
of foreign visitors to Shusha. The distance from here to Shusha is not very large.
Taking into account the fact that the foundation of a new four- and in some places
six-lane Fuzuli-Shusha highway was laid earlier today, foreign visitors will be
able to arrive at the Fuzuli International Airport and travel to Shusha very com-
fortably and quickly.

I have declared Shusha the cultural capital of Azerbaijan. Work has begun
to restore the city of Shusha, restore its historical appearance. In general, only
two months have passed since the war ended, but extensive construction work
has already begun. A second international airport will be built in our liberated
lands in Kalbajar or Lachin districts. A site is now being selected and the con-
struction of two international airports must be completed in the near future.

The great return begins. All work has begun. I am sure that just as we drove
the enemy out of our lands in a short time — in a matter of 44 days — we will re-
store our ancestral lands of Karabakh in a short time.

Karabakh is Azerbaijan!

XXX

President Ilham Aliyev, first lady Mehriban Aliyeva and their daughter
Leyla Aliyeva then headed to the city of Shusha.

President Ilham Aliyev: We have laid the foundation of Fuzuli internation-
al airport. The Fuzuli international airport is to be commissioned this year. At
least the runway should be put into operation so that our citizens, foreigners
and Azerbaijanis living abroad could easily come to Shusha by plane starting
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this year. At the same time, the instruction has been issued to start work on the
organization of international flights from the Fuzuli international airport. At the
same time, people will be able to come here from other cities of Azerbaijan — Lan-
karan, Nakhchivan, Ganja and then go to Shusha easily. Now we are heading for
the city of Shusha, and additional information will be provided along the way.

We are going from Fuzuli to Khojavand district. After that, we will go to Shu-
sha. There are some spectacular landscapes in front of us, beautiful, majestic and
snow-capped mountains. We are in our beautiful Azerbaijan. This is Shakarjik vil-
lage. The village of Shakarjik is adjacent to Fuzuli city. When the city of Fuzuli was
liberated, fierce battles took place for Shakarjik. Notice that the contemptible ene-
my destroyed all these territories during the occupation. We have already visited
Fuzuli. The Azerbaijani people have seen those horrible scenes. The whole world
has seen them, as it should. Therefore, I have ordered to invite foreign visitors to
Azerbaijan, bring them to these regions, show them the Armenian savagery and
their deeds. The whole world can see now what a savage enemy we fought against
and what a savage enemy we have destroyed. These mountains are ours.

This is the territory of Boyuk Taghlar village of Khojavand district. See how
beautiful our country is. All this territory was liberated from the occupiers by the
heroic Azerbaijani Army.

The head of state, first lady and their daughter Leyla posed for photographs.

XXX

President Ilham Aliyev: Our journey continues. Notice that the sun has
come out. The sun also greets us and illuminates our path. We are going to Shu-
sha, to the liberated Shusha. This road is under construction. I am sure that it will
be one of the most beautiful roads in our country. Of course, it will be built with
the highest quality. At the same time, it is a scenic road, a historical road, a road
to victory.

There was no read here before. Our heroic servicemen passed through
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these territories. We have built this road in a matter of two months. Then, of
course, the road will be widened and asphalted. Azerbaijani citizens will go to
Shusha comfortably.

President Ilham Aliyev, first lady Mehriban Aliyeva and their daughter
Leyla Aliyeva then arrived in Shusha.

Azerbaijani President, Victorious Commander-in-Chief Ilham Aliyev hoist-
ed national tricolor flag in the city of Shusha.

The head of state then met with the servicemen and made a speech.

Speech of President Ilham Aliyev

- Dear servicemen, November 8 will forever go down in the history of our
people. On November 8, Azerbaijan won a brilliant victory by liberating our an-
cient city of Shusha from the enemy. The liberation of Shusha required great her-
oism, professionalism and national spirit. The Azerbaijani army demonstrated all
these sublime features.

I have come to Shusha using the victory road. That road is now open. There
was no there before. Passing through mountains, forests, valleys and tens of kilo-
meters, the heroic Azerbaijani army liberated villages and settlements along the
way, approached the city of Shusha, liberated the village of Dashalti and then
liberated Shusha from the occupiers.

I am confident that the Shusha operation will be included in the textbooks
of leading international military schools. I already know that experts from many
developed countries analyze every single day of the 44-day war. Because every
day of the 44-day war is a day of victory. The liberation of Shusha was the great-
est blow to the enemy because the enemy thought that it was impossible to liber-
ate Shusha, and they were probably right to some extent. Because Panahali khan
built this city in such a way that steep rocks and natural landscape protect Shu-
sha from all sides. In May 1992, Shusha was occupied as a result of the betrayal of
the then leadership of Azerbaijan and the PFPA-Musavat duo fighting for power.
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At that time, the Armenians gave their so-called operation a name — wedding in
the mountains. But there was no operation. The city of Shusha was vacated. The
then minister of defense said that if Shusha was lost, he would shoot himself in
the head. He cowardly fled Shusha. After that, the Armenians invented legends
about this operation — the alleged wedding in the mountains. We have arranged
a wedding for them they will remember forever. The heroic sons of Azerbaijan
liberated Shusha from the occupiers by conducting a perfect military operation,
demonstrating courage, bravery, heroism, strength and national spirit, and after
a long break the Azerbaijani flag was raised in Shusha on November 8.

When the National Flag Square was inaugurated in Baku, I said in my speech
that the day would come when the Azerbaijani flag is raised in the occupied terri-
tories, including Shusha. And this is the day. I remember some representatives of
the Armenian separatist regime saying at the time that the Azerbaijani flag could
be raised in Shusha only if Azerbaijan recognized the so-called “Nagorno-Kara-
bakh republic” and then opened an embassy in Nagorno-Karabakh. Notice what
disgusting and arrogant expressions they used. They are sitting like mice now,
tight-lipped. They can’t utter a word. We came here as winners, we raised our
tflag, the Azerbaijani flag is flying in all the liberated lands. We have come here
through fighting. Nobody gave us these lands. No negotiations were of any im-
portance whatsoever. We saw that we had to liberate our lands on our own, and
we did that. We have proved our strength to the whole world by crushing the en-
emy’s head. We forced the enemy to kneel before us and sign the act of capitula-
tion. This is what happened, and the humiliating act of capitulation will go down
in history forever. The whole world is talking about our victory. Leading media
outlets around the world write about Azerbaijan’s brilliant victory and publish
reports. Analytical articles are now being published, books will be written.

The 44-day war of our glorious army is the war of the XXI century. We had
prepared properly for this war, and we made no secret of that. I have said many
times, including in my meetings with the military, that if the enemy does not
leave our lands of its own free will, we will force them out of our lands. Force will
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play a role, and so it happened. Every single day of the 44-day war was a day of
victory. Every day we moved forward. We did not drop back a single time. This
is a very rare occasion in wars. There are attacks in wars, there are setbacks, there
are maneuvers, but we were moving forward every day. Every week we liberat-
ed dozens of settlements from the occupiers. As a result, we liberated more than
300 settlements and Shusha by dealing crushing blows to the enemy. We forced
them to withdraw their troops from Aghdam, Lachin and Kalbajar districts in
just 20 days. They were thrown out of our lands and we returned. From the day
the war began, I was telling them to leave our lands and make a commitment. I
was saying that the Armenian leadership should take this responsibility, that it
should give us a timetable of when they would leave our lands, and I would have
stopped the war. Otherwise, we will go to the end. Despite all the pressures, all
the phone calls and all the threats, I said that we would go to the end and drive
the enemy out of our lands. We did that, we went all the way, we drove the en-
emy out and forced them to sign an act of capitulation on 10 November, thus
ending the war.

This war will live forever in our history. We won this war at the expense of
the lives and blood of our martyrs, at the expense of the bravery of our service-
men. May God have mercy on all our martyrs! May God grant patience to their
relatives! All martyr families are being taken care of by the state. All martyr fam-
ilies will be provided with apartments and houses by the state. Instructions have
already been issued this year. The allowance for the families of martyrs has been
increased from 300 to 500 manats, and these families will always be in the spot-
light. The state has already provided apartments to the families of 9,000 martyrs
killed in the First Karabakh War. Our wounded servicemen are being taken care
of by the state. The issue of rehabilitation of disabled servicemen and providing
them with modern prosthetic appliances will be resolved. I have awarded high
orders and medals to thousands of servicemen who showed heroism in the war.
The Order of the Patriotic War is the highest military order of Azerbaijan. The
“Victory” Order, the “Karabakh” Order. I suggested the names of all these orders
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myself. The servicemen who distinguished themselves in the liberation of our
settlements and cities were awarded medals bearing the names of these districts.
Our army successfully liberated Jabrayil, Fuzuli and Khojavand districts, Sugo-
vushan and Hadrut settlements, Murovdag range, the southern part of Lachin
district, Gubadli, Zangilan districts and the city of Shusha on November 8. On 9
November, the enemy surrendered, threw in the towel, was put on its knees and
conceded defeat.

We are a victorious people. I last came to Shusha 39 years ago. I came here
twice 39 years ago - first on January 14. Here I am again today, on January 14.
This time I came as the Commander-in-Chief of the victorious Azerbaijani Army,
the triumphant Azerbaijani Army. I have come as the Commander-in-Chief of
the Army that broke the enemy’s back, and I say here under the sacred flag and
in front of the heroic soldiers that we will live in these lands forever! We will
restore Shusha and all other destroyed cities and villages. We will restore all our
destroyed historical sites. Armenia spread false speculation about Shusha in the
whole world, claiming that Shusha is their ancient city. How can a city built by
Panahali Khan be Armenian city?! After all, this is a matter of recent history, re-
cent events. If they considered it their city, why did they bring it to such a deplor-
able state? Why did they destroy all the buildings? See what the city is like! Over
30 years, they blew everything to smithereens, but only built villas and created
conditions for themselves.

We will restore this city. A large group was sent here on my instructions
and all the analysis was done. I received the first update yesterday and already
issued relevant instructions. In the near future, we will ensure the restoration of
Shusha in a planned manner. Of course, from now on we must protect Shusha like
the apple of an eye. Our soldiers, our heroic sons will protect Shusha so that the
enemy does not venture to look in this direction. I said that if anyone in Armenia
even thinks of revenge, they will deal with our iron fist again. This iron fist broke
their backs and crushed their heads. If they commit any provocation against us,
our response will be very harsh, they will be very sorry and face a bitter defeat
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again. No-one can stand in front of us. This will always be the case from now on.
The Azerbaijani Army, special forces, our heroic sons, fighters of military units
must protect Shusha and all the liberated lands like the apple of an eye, so that the
enemy does not try to do anything ever again. If they do, the end will be bitter.

At the end of my speech in the Alley of Martyrs on November 8, announc-
ing the liberation of Shusha to the people of Azerbaijan, I said: dear Shusha, you
are free! Dear Shusha, we are back! Dear Shusha, we will revive you! I repeat the
same words today. Shusha is ours! Karabakh is Azerbaijan!

XXX
Then a photo was taken together with the servicemen.
XXX

President Ilham Aliyev, first lady Mehriban Aliyeva and their daughter
Leyla Aliyeva visited Saatli Mosque in the city of Shusha.

The head of state presented the Holy Quran to the mosque.

President IlTham Aliyev said:

- We have visited the Saatli Mosque, prayed there and presented the Holy
Quran from Mecca to the Saatli Mosque. We will then visit the Ashaghi Gov-
haragha and Yukhari Govharagha mosques. I will present the Quran I brought
from the holy Mecca to these mosques. During the occupation, the enemy de-
stroyed our religious sites in the liberated lands, devastated 67 mosques or made
them unusable. After the liberation of Shusha, our citizens cleaned up the mosque
and carried out some repairs. Of course, the mosque will be overhauled, relevant
instructions have been issued and the Heydar Aliyev Foundation has undertaken
this mission. Mehriban khanim made a statement on this, so we will restore all
our historical and religious sites.

I must say that the overhaul and restoration of the Aghdam Juma Mosque
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I visited has already begun. Specialists have already been sent there and propos-
als for repairs will be made soon. At the same time, mosques in Shusha will be
restored. The destruction of the minaret shows the Islamophobic nature of the
enemy. Armenia is constantly trying to establish relations with Muslim countries,
to develop relations with some countries, introduce itself as a country that has a
positive attitude towards Muslim peoples. This is all a lie. If anyone still believes
this, let them come to Shusha, Aghdam, Fuzuli, Jabrayil and other liberated lands
of ours and see what Armenian leaders have done to Muslim mosques, what they
have done to the temples that are sacred to every Muslim. They have destroyed
and desecrated them, kept pigs and cows in them, wrote obscenities on the walls
of our mosques. Can such a country be friends with Muslim states? Of course not!
I have repeatedly stated this in all international platforms and addressed the lead-
ers of Muslim countries both in a bilateral format and during multilateral meet-
ings and through international events. I have said that Armenia cannot be friends
with Muslim countries. A country that has brought mosques to this condition can-
not be friends with Muslim states. This is hypocrisy, and viewing Armenia as a
friendly country is hypocrisy and ungodliness. How can leaders of Muslim coun-
tries be friends with a country that has destroyed mosques? Let them answer. Let
them answer to their own people, not to me. Can they be friends with a country
that has destroyed mosques and put cows there? Let their people answer this.
We are protecting and will continue to protect the temples of all religions.
Let no-one doubt that. The history of our independence and the pre-independ-
ence history showed that. The sites of all religions are protected in our country —
churches, synagogues, including an Armenian church in the center of Baku, are
protected and repaired by the state. What did they do? When I was in Zangilan,
I made a speech outside a local mosque, with only walls left of it. I appealed to
the people of Azerbaijan and said what they have done. Addressing the inter-
national organizations, I said, come and see this, prepare a report here, not in
your cabinets. Don’t believe the false information of the Armenian leadership
and its patrons. Come and see with your own eyes what they have done to our
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mosques. They repaired the Yukhari Govharagha Mosque together with a for-
eign company only to create an image. We do not need this repair. This repair is
a symbol of hypocrisy. It is intended to create the impression that the Armenian
leadership repairs mosques. Unfortunately, the company of a certain country
was involved in these ugly deeds. Of course, the repair of the Yukhari Gov-
haragha Mosque is unacceptable because they came to our lands illegally with-
out our permission, stayed here for months and allegedly repaired this mosque
in collaboration with the Armenian criminal junta. We do not need such repairs.
Let no-one be deceived, no-one should fall for this. We will repair and rebuild
all our mosques, and the whole world must see what the hated enemy has done
to our holy temples.

After the liberation of Shusha, the process of restoring the city and all its
historic buildings began. Attempts to Armenianize Shusha have been stopped.
For 30 years, they tried to Armenianize Shusha, but they failed. This is an alien
city to them. If they ever considered it their own, they would not have brought
it to this condition. The real owners of Shusha are back, we are back. Shusha is
ours! Karabakh is Azerbaijan!

XXX

As a result of Armenia’s occupation of Azerbaijani lands, including Shusha,
historical and cultural monuments were destroyed and house museums were
looted.

Busts to Khurshidbanu Natavan, Uzeyir Hajibayli, Bulbul in Shusha are
among them. These shot busts are witnesses of Armenian vandalism. In one of
his speeches, President Ilham Aliyev said that after the restoration of territorial
integrity of Azerbaijan, busts to Bulbul, Natavan and Uzeyir Hajibeyli will be re-
turned to Shusha. These words of the head of state have already become a reality.
The busts of these geniuses were restored in Shusha.

In an event held on this occasion, President Ilham Aliyev said:
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- When I came to Shusha today, I brought the busts of our geniuses Khur-
shidbanu Natavan, Uzeyir Hajibayli and Bulbul, which were kept in the yard
of the Art Museum in Baku for almost 30 years. The House of Culture was
located here, and the busts of Uzeyir Bey and Bulbul used to stand here. The
hated enemy destroyed the Shusha House of Culture and shot at the busts of
our geniuses.

The bust of Khurshidbanu Natavan was unveiled personally by Heydar
Aliyev in the summer of 1982. I was here with my father at that time. There was
a bust of Khurshidbanu Natavan not far from here. After desecrating the busts
of our genius personalities, the Armenians took them to Armenia to be melted
down and sold. Just imagine how mean a person should be to shoot at and in-
sult the memorial busts of historical personalities, take them away and try to
melt them down. At that time, Polad Bulbuloglu found out about that and ap-
pealed to great leader Heydar Aliyev. As a result of the measures taken, these
busts were taken away from the Armenians. I must say that they were paid for.
They sold them —just as they have done throughout their existence. We bought
the busts back. We brought them back then and placed them in the yard of the
Art Museum.

Then at different times, some people suggested that we put these busts
somewhere in Baku. I said no to that. We will take them back only after liberating
Shusha from the enemy and put them in their original places.

The busts of our great personalities are a symbol of our Victory. Their spir-
its will be rejoicing. They have returned to their homeland. We brought them
back, chased the enemy away, crushed the enemy, threw them out of our lands,
took back Shusha and liberated it. Everyone coming here to Shusha will see the
Armenian savagery.

Historical justice is being restored. We are restoring historical justice —at the
expense of strength, perseverance, resolve, courage, and national spirit! Natavan,
Uzeyir bey, Bulbul are the embodiment of our national spirit. Their cherished
memory has lived and will live on forever in our hearts. Karabakh is Azerbaijan!
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XXX

President ITham Aliyev, first lady Mehriban Aliyeva and their daughter Ley-
la Aliyeva visited the building of the former Shusha District Party Committee.

President Ilham Aliyev: The loathsome enemy created an institution for
themselves called the mayor’s office. This was the meeting room of the head of
the junta in Shusha. This was the room of the “head of executive authority” of the
city of “Shushi” of the so-called “Nagorno-Karabakh republic”, which has now
gone to hell. Not “Shushi” but Shusha. They should not forget that the iron fist is
still there. And this is where the thugs had rest. These are their books, look at that.
Their place is in a landfill. All of this will become museum exhibits. They have
dismantled the air conditioner and taken it away. Running away from Shusha,
the thieves even found time to take the air conditioner. This building commands
a view of the square. Broken glass and busts are visible from here.

XXX

While leaving Shusha, the Armenians committed theft and looting of office
buildings. For example, all air conditioners and heating system equipment in this
building have been dismantled. It is beyond doubt that this is a manifestation of
greed, but also of theft. It is also a sign of the vile fate of those who vandalized the
culture of the Azerbaijani people during the 30 years of occupation.

XXX

The head of state, first lady and their daughter Leyla then familiarized
themselves with the Natavan bulaghi.

President Ilham Aliyev: My father and I visited the Natavan bulaghi in
1982. After 39 years, I am back as Commander-in-Chief of the Victorious Army.
Shusha is ours again! Shusha is Azerbaijan again!
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The head of state enquired about the water and electricity supply of Shusha.

It was noted that the city now has a regular supply of water and electricity.

President Ilham Aliyev said that the Natavan Palace, which functioned as
a children’s sanatorium during the Soviet era but was destroyed by Armenians
after the occupation, would be restored as the house of the khan’s daughter.

The head of state and his family members posed for photos in front of the
Natavan Palace.

XXX

President Ilham Aliyev, first lady Mehriban Aliyeva and their daughter
Leyla Aliyeva also viewed Bulbul’s destroyed house-museum.

Pointing to Bulbul’s destroyed bust, President Ilham Aliyev said:

- Another act of vandalism, another sign of hostility on the part of the Ar-
menians. See what they have done to the bust and house of great Bulbul. We
have answered them with a vengeance. We answered them on the battlefield, we
avenged all our martyrs, their blood did not remain unavenged. The contempt-
ible enemy that committed the Khojaly genocide and the cultural genocide was
defeated and destroyed on the battlefield. I am sure Polad will come and restore
his father’s house.

XXX

The head of state, first lady and their daughter Leyla also visited the Ashaghi
Govharagha and Yukhari Govharagha mosques.

President Ilham Aliyev also donated the Holy Quran to these mosques.

XXX

President Ilham Aliyev, first lady Mehriban A