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1. The beginnings of my research on female figurines from
Transjordan

In 2012, a successful networking of interdisciplinary interests led to the
creation of a Franco-German project (Franco-German Figurines Project,
FGFP) by an Old Testament scholar (Regine HUNZIKER-RODEWALD,
Strasbourg), an archeologist of the ancient Near East (ASTRID NUNN, Wu-
erzbourg) and a computational archeologist (Thomas GRAICHEN, Mayen-
ce). The team, financed by the university of Strasbourg (more than two-thirds)
and Wuerzbourg as well as private funds, began cataloguing during several
Research stays the female terracotta figurines from Transjordan kept in mu-
seums, storage facilities and university collections in Jordan, the United states
and Canada. For the recording procedure the RTI (Reflectance Transformati-
on Imaging) technique was chosen because it generates very dense surface
data from the photographed objects and goes far beyond conventional digital
photography in terms of output format versatility.*

2. The female terracotta figures from Transjordan

At present, 445 female terracotta figurines from the Iron Age Il (1000-
600 BC) and found in Transjordan are known. These figurines representing a
female figure which is often nude, sometimes holding a tambourine, being
pregnant or breastfeeding a baby, constitute a widespread category of artefac-
ts in the Southern Levant, to the east as well as to the west of the Jordan River.
Their identification and use are still unknown. Nevertheless, because of the
similarities of technique and iconography of these figurines, question about
their origin, diffusion and reception in different Levantine societies need to
be asked about. The relations between Israel, Judah, Philistia, Ammon, Moab
and Edom were often marked, according to the available texts including the
Old Testament, by border conflicts and wars, on the other hand, figures taken
from the same mould, on both sides of the Jordan River indicate a more com-
plex reality. To demonstrate cultural exchanges between the societies concer-

1 http://www.tgraichen.de/?otw_pm_portfolio_category=rti;

http://culturalheritageimaging.org/Technologies/RTI/.
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ned by means of these small craft objects, expert evolutions of archeological,
typological, ceramic, historical, religious and anthropological analyses are
necessary. One of the crucial circumstances that has so far been neglected is,
for example, the systematic identification and comparison of all objects found
in the same square or locus of the excavation site.

More than three-quarters of the female figurines from Transjordan are
stored in hard-to-reach reserves, and a little less than 10%, notably figures
published between 1930 and 1970, appear to be unlocatable since then. An
inventory of the existing objects is therefore necessary, especially in a region
considered to be very sensitive politically.?

3. Continuation of my resarch on the feamle firurines from
Transjordan.

At the end 0f2015, the Franco-German project on Transjordan figurines
was accepted as a pilot project by the leaders of Archieves Ouvertes de la
Connaissance (AOC) project of the University of Strasbourg. Since then,
computer scientists from the IT Departement of the University of Strasbourg
have begun to establish the structure of the relational database, which will be
built by means of 3D animated RTI photgraps, detaild descriptions, maps and
information on the type of object, its conservation status, dimensions, proven-
ance, production technique, arceological context, inventory numbers and pub-
lications. The previously acquired RTI data are meanwhile stored on the ser-
ver of the University of Strasbourg while the clarification of legal issues has
been handled by specialists from the Library Servicr of the Univesity of Sr-
tasbourg.

Since 2017, in the person of Peter Fornaro of the Digital Humanities
Lab of the University of Basel®, a Franco-Swiss-German cooperation is em-
erging intitled FIGURINE3- documentation, restitution et contextualisation
Virtuelles d’objets d’art antique en libre acees.Peter Fornaro's research, who
replaced Thomas Graichen, covers modern camera technology, innovative
scanning methods like Reflection Transformating Imaging (RTI), colour sci-
ence and digital preservation. In January 2018, with financial support from
the Fondation Universite de Strasbourg, the Hunziker-Rodewald/Nunn/For-
naro team was able to take RTI/UVI photos of some 30 female figurines in
museum in London (British Museum) and Leiden (Rijksmuseum van Oudhe-
den). The overall objective of this cooperation is to make available to the
international scientific community, in the form of an interactive database with

2 Cf.http://www.stephane-ostertag.fr/rti/; https://vimeo.com/150722204

3 http://dhlab.unibas.ch
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a freely accessible user interface in four languages (English, French, German
and Arabic) a corpus of ancient artefacts using advanced visualization techn-
ologies such as RTHI and 3D for the web. This database will also contain an
inventory of all data associated with these figurines as well as the result of
ongoing research on their interpretation and function in the ancient societies
concerned.

4. The AOC project of the University of Strasbourg a female
figurines from Transjordan.

Due to the division of objects from excavations until the 1980, the Iron
Age female terracotta figurines from Transjordan are allocated to different
museums, warehouses and university collections all over Europe, North Am-
erica, Australia and the Near East. So, for typological analysis and comparis-
on, interpretation and evaluation of the whole corpus, high-resolution anima-
ted photographs, their recording in a perspective of sustainability and their
long-term preservation are essential. The FIGURINE3 project documentati-
on, restitution et contextualisation virtuelles d’objets d’art antique en libre
aces is located at the interface between the humanities and natural sciences
and thus represents a high degree of innovation. Never before has the figuri-
nes’ corpus from Transjordan been inventoried, which is why the database of
the AOC project is much awaited by the international specialists in the cultu-
ral and religious history of the Southern Levant.

With the Archieves Ouvertes de la Connaissance project, the University
of Strasbourg’s objective is to apply the principle of openness to entire rese-
arch process so that it concerns all scientific production, whether in the form
of publications or data. The University of Strasbourg is thus committed to
open science, in line with the policy of the European Union* and the roadmap
for research data of the LERU (European Ligue of Research Universities)®,
of which the University of Strasbourg is a member. Since September 2015,
the Archieves Ouvertes de la Connaissance “Data” component has been sup-
porting four researchers in their project to put their data online, including the
FIGURINE3 project. This two-year experiment continues with the creation
of a Clacul et Services avances a la Recherche (CESAR) cluster within the
IT Department, in close collaboration with the Library Services, whose
objecttive is to simplify the effort of researcher wishing to manage and use
their data.

5. Work to be carried out during my research leave at the CSTT

4 http://ec.europa.eu/programmers/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/open-science-open-acces

5 LERU Roadmap for Research Data, decembre 2013.
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Centre at the University of Helsinki.

Currently, the development of the FIGURINE3 database by computer
scientists of the Archives Ouvertes project at the University of Strasbourg has
entered an advanced phase which requires the input of research data collected
since 2012 in different museums by the Franco-German Figurines Project
(FGFP) team. The data are stored in lists and Word files containing very de-
tailed information about the shape, material and context of these objects. This
work on the captured data of 445 figurines includes grouping, cleaning and
unifying data, checking technical terms, first in English, consulting new sea-
rch reports and evaluating RTI photos. Since the end of 2017, | have started,
with an intern from the University of Strasbourg’s Library Service, to convert
the data from Word documents into tabular using an Excel file formatted with
macros, in be able to import them into the future online website.

At least two thirds of this important working step can be accomplished
in four months (September to December 2018), while furthering research on
the context, typology and classification of these figurines. For this research,
the Centre of Excellence “Changes in Sacred Texts and Traditions (CSTT)”,
which bring together projects by internationally renowned researchers in dif-
ferent fields at the crossroads of sociology, archeology and history of religion,
offers an ideal setting. The CSTT Centre aims at a more comprehensive un-
derstanding of the emergence and influence of the Hebrew Bible within the
multicultural milieu of the ancient Near East.it provides an interdisciplinary
approach to cultural, ideological and material changes in the 2"%/ 15t mill. BC,
testified by material culture as well as texts. Regular working meetings will
be an opportunity for mutual exchange, especially with the researchers of the
center who study the Levantine cultures and notably the terracottas found in
Israel.

For the project FIGURINE3- documentation, restitution et
contextualisation virtuelles d’objets d’art antique en libre aces, they stay will
open a new horizon of cooperation. Helsinki researchers are working on fe-
male figurines from Israel, which appear at the same time as those in Transj-
ordan and are very similar in terms of production and typology. A long-term
objective will be to establish a collaboration between the faculties of theology
in Strasbourg and Helsinki of any profit, leading, for example, to the creation
of a database of Levantine, Cis-and Trans-Jordanian feminine figurines.

6. Selected articles, by Regine Hunziker-Rodewald
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- “Tonfigurinen als Marker von Kulturkontakt: ein Fallbeispiel”, Welt



99

des Orients 47/1 (2017) Traders and the Exchange of Religious Ideas: Case
Studies of Material Evidence, p/66-105

- “Experimental Archeology Workshop Terracota Female Figurines
from the Ancient Near East (The Levant and Mesopotamia, I1-1 Millennium
B.C.E)”, Les Carnets de I’ACost 14, 2016, p.2. http: // accost.org/818

- “A beer jug with a female head attached”, in: Yassine, Kh./van der
Steen, E., Tell el-Mazar 1l. Excavations on the Mound 1977-1981, Field 1,
BAR IS 2430, Oxford, 2012, p.47-48

- “The Franco-German Figurines Project (FGFP)”, With trowel and
high-tech. German archeological projects in Jordan (ed. F.Kenkel and
D.Vieweger, Wuppertal, Wichern), 2014, p.23

- “Biblical World”: Diversity within Unity: Female Iron Age Faces in
Palestine/Israel: What is Bible? (ed. K.Finsterbusch and A.Lange, Leuven,
Peeters, CBET 67), 2012, p. 131-149

- “The Iron Age II Female Terracotta Figurines Found in Jordan (co-
author: A.Nunn), CSIG News. Newsletter of the Coroplastic Studies Interest
Group 8, 2012, p.2

Forthcoming:

- “The Franco-German Figurines Project (FGFP)” (co-authors :
A.Nunnand, T.Graichen), Annual of the Deparment af Antiquities of Jordan
(ADAJ)58, 2017 (25 p. Spring 2018)

- “Molds and Mold-links. A viwe on the Female Terracotta Figurines
from Iron Age II Transjordan”, Iron Age Terracotta Figurines in the Southern
Levant, ed. .D.Darby and 1.J. de Hulster, Leiden, Brill, (Culture and History
of the Ancient Near east) 2017, (30 S., summer 2018)

- “ Conception, grossese et accouchement. L’enchantement des
figurines du Levant Sud a I’age du fer” (25 p.) “Figurines feminines nues”
(Neolithique-1V e s.apr. J.C.). Proche-Orient, Egypte, Nubie, Mediterranee
orientale, Asie centrale. Actes du colloque international, Strasbourg 25-26
juin 2015, ed. S.Donnat, R.Hunziker-Rodewald and I.Weygand, Paris,
Editions de Boccard (Collection: “ Etudes d’archeologie et d’histoire
ancienne”), 520 p., autumun 2018

- Review of Achim Lichtenberger, Terrakotten aus Beit Nattif. Eine
Untersuchung zur religiosen Alltagspraxis im sptantiken Judaa, Turnhout,
Brepols (Contextualizing the Sacred, 7), 2016, L Antiqueite Classique 87,
2018 (6 p.)

7. Selected papers, by Regine Hunziker-Rodewald
17/11/2017 The Pregnants of Edom —simply fertile! The Iron Age Female

Terracotta Figurines from Edom, session “The Reigion of Edom”

ASOR Annual Meeting, Boston MA,15-18/11/2017




100

16/10/2016 La danseus d’argile. Presentation et discussion autour d’objects
d’art antique, communication sur les figurines feminines de I’Age du
Fer trouvees en Jordanie, Fete de la Science, University of Strasbourg
(USA), 8-16/10/2016

12/07/2016 The Figurines from Tall al-Umayri. MPP Town Hall Mesting :
excavation campaign 2016 of the University of La Sierra (USA) atTall
al-Umayri (Jordan). 22/06-27/07/2016

17/11/2015 “Made in Her Image?” The Iron Age Female Terracotta Figurines
from Jordan , Colloquium “Faces from the Past: Ancient Near Eastern
Figurines”, Theological Institute, Tallinn (Estonia), 17-19/09/2015

14/07/2015 Iron Age Figurines on the West and East Sides of River Jordan:
the Case of Mould-links, Colloquium :ARAM Forty First International
Conference: The River Jordan” Oriental Institute, University of Oxford
(England), 13-15/07/2015

26/06/2015 To Which Extent and on Which Basis May We Associate Nude
Female Figurines with Cult? The evidence from Iron Age Tranjordan,
Colloque international “Figurines feminines nues. Proche-Orient,
Egypte, Nubie, Mediterranee, Asie centrale (Neoloithique-llle siecle
apr. J.-C.), University of Strasbourg, 25-26/06/2015

07/05/2015 Rethinking Figurines- Females from Petra and Beyond, “The
Second International Conference on the Nabatean Culture”, Universite
Brigham Young, Provo UT (USA), 06-09/05/2015

25/03/2015 Iron Age female terracotta figurines from Jordan, International
Congress “Terracottas in the Mediterranean Through Time”, Zinman
Institute of Archeology and the Departament of Art History, University
of Haifa (Israel), 23-26/03/2015

07/03/2015 Rethinking Figurines- Females from Rabbath-Amman and
Beyond,

Conference on Archeomusicology “ Representations of Musician in the
Coroplastic Art of the Ancient World: iconography, ritual contexts and
functions”, Institute of Fine Arts, New York University (USA)

11/02/2014 A la decouverte des figurines —Le projet franco-allemand sur les
terres cuites de I’epoque du Fer 11 a I’est du Jourdain, “Les mardis de la
MISHA”, University of Strasbourg

24/11/2013 Female Terracotta Figurines in Jordan: Molds and Mold-links,
Session “Ancient Near Eastern Iconography and the bible” SBL Annaul
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Xulasa
Transiordaniyadan tapilmis Damir dovring aid qadin fiqurlar

Regine Hunziker Rodevald
(Palais Universiteti, Fransa)

2012-ci ilda toskil edilmis Fransiz-Alman birgs layihesinds lordaniya, ABS
vo Kanadanin universitet kolleksiyalarinda, fondlarinda vo muzeylorinds saxlanilan
Transiordaniyadan askar edilmis terrakot qadin heykolciklorinin kataloglasdirilmasi
nozards tutulmusdu. Hazirda, Transiordaniyadan IT Damir dovriine (b.e.o 1000-600)
aid edilon 445 gadin heykali malumdur. Bu gadin heykallari ¢ilpaq tosvir olunmagla
gavalla, hamilo vo ya usaga siid veran vaziyystdo goOstorilmoklo Coanubi Livan,
homginin Iordan ¢aymnm sorq va gorb torofindo askarlanmis artefaktlarm osas
hissasini tagkil edirlor. Onlarin identifikasiyas1 va istifado moagsadlari halo do tam
aydin deyildir. Hazirlanma texnikasinin vo ikonoqrafiyasinin oxsarligi baximindan
onlarin monsayi, yayillmast vo mixtalif comiyyatlor torafindon gobul edilmasi
masalasinin Oyranilmasi zoruridir. Transiordaniyadan agkarlanmis bu heykalciklorin
3/4-11 ¢atin alds edilon manbolards saxlanilir, onlarin yalnmiz 10%-dan az hissasi 1930
va 1970-ci illords ¢ap edilmisdir. Xiisusilo, onlarin siyasi baximindan qaynar olan
bolgalords yerlagmasi bu tapintilarin inventarlagdirilmasini tolab edir.

Hazirda, qeyd etdiyimiz proyekt ¢orgivasindo 445 heykol qruplagdirilmis,
onlar haqqinda molumat bazasi yaradilmigdir. Mixtalif elm sahalorini tomsil edon
mutoxassislorin omokdasligi bu sahads daha boylk elmi ugurlarin slds edilmasina
sorait yaradacaqdir.

Acar sozlar: Domir dovrii, qadin fiqurlari, xronoloji bolgii, tapinti, areal.
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Pe3rome
Kenckue purypa 3moxu :keje3a HailieHHble B Tpanc Hopaanumn.

Pernne Xynsukep PoxeBannbja
(Yausepcutet [lamanz, @panrms)

B coBmecTHOM mpoekTte, oprannzoBaHHOM Ppaniueit u 'epmanueit B 2012
rojy, ObUIO 3aIJIAHUPOBAHO MOJTOTOBUTH KaTaJoOT KEHCKUX (UTYp M3 TEPPaKOTHL,
HaiineHHbix B Tpanc Mopnanum m XpaHSAIIKUXCS B YHUBEPCUTETCKUX KOJUICKLHAX,
¢dormax n mysesx CIHA u Kananger. B Hactosiiee Bpemst n3BecTHBI 445 jKeHCKHAX
¢buryp, orHocsamuxces k smoxe xenesa |1 (1000-600 rogsr 10 H.3.). ITH GUTYPHI
n300pakeHbl 0OHAKEHHBIMI: OepeMeHHbIe, HITH KopMsIie peO&Hka, miu ¢ 6yOHOM
B pykax. OHH COCTaBISIOT OONBIIMHCTBO M3 (PUTYp, OOHAPYKEHHBIX B FOkHOM
JluBane, B TOM 4uclie Ha JIeBOM U IpaBoM Oeperax pexu Mopaan. C TOUKM 3peHUst
TEXHUKU HW3TOTOBJICHUSI M CXOXEH HMKOHOTpadUH OYEeHb BAXKHO M3YYHUTh HX
IPOMCXOXKIEHHUE, PACIPOCTPAHEHHUE W BOCHPUSTHE pa3HBIMU oOmiecTBamu. Tpu
4yeTBepTH Quryp, ooHapykeHHbIX B Tpanc Mopnanuu, HaXoAaTcs B TPYIHOJOCTYII-
HBIX UCTOYHHMKAX, U TOJBKO MeHbIe 10-TH MPOIEHTOB M3 HUX OMYyOJUKOBAaHBI B
1930 u 1970 rompl. IlockombKy OHM HaXOIATCS B IOJUTUYECKH HECTAOMIIBHBIX
peruoHax, TpedyeTcst ux o0s3aTeNbHas HHBEHTapU3aLys.

B Hactosmee Bpems, B paMKax BBIIIEYIOMSHYTOTO IpoeKTa ObuIa
rpynnupoBaHa ¥ co3gaHa Oasa paHHbIX 445 ¢uryp. CoTpyIHHUYECTBO YUEHBIX
pasHoro npoduist B 370l cepe cozaact OIaronpusTHbIE YCIOBUS AJIS TOTYYECHUS
OOJIBIINX HAYYHBIX JOCTHKCHUH.

KawueBbie ciaoBa: Droxa jkesesa, jKEHCKHE (QHUTYPBI, XPOHOJOTHYECKOE
JieNieHre, Haxo/IKa, apeal.



