Tuesday, July 31, 2007

Attitudes in the South Caucasus Towards NGOs and International Organizations

CRRC Researcher and Fellow Irakli Sakandelidze recently conducted a study analyzing the
attitudes of the local populations toward social institutions and the role of international organizations
in the capital cities of the South Caucasus. The researcher used various research methods to analyze
the determinants of trust towards non-governmental organizations (NGOs). In Armenia, confidence
in NGOs is predominantly determined by age; respondents under 40 display higher levels of trust
than older generations. Sex is also a determinant of trust in NGOs as women had higher confidence
levels in NGOs than men. Similar to the results of the Armenia study, trust in NGOs in Georgia is
mostly determined by age. In contrast, in Azerbaijan, the study results indicated that education is the
only determining factor.

On a curious sidenote, it turns out that people working for international organizations are
more likely to think that “things in our country are moving in the right direction”. Arguably,
working for an international outfit really sets people apart from their society. Below a slide from our
2006 Data Initiative, showing Armenian data.
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(CRRC Data Initiative, 2006, open for extra resolution)

These discrepancies would merit a little more digging through the dataset, which we may do
soon.
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