Sunday, December 10, 2006

Drugs Use Survey of Georgian Students, 2003

The Georgian Research Institute on Addictions (GRIA) in 2003 conducted a survey of about 700
students in Thilisi's universities.

52.6% of male respondents say they have used hashish at least once. About 8% of males responded
that they smoked it regularly over the last year, with a total of 4% claiming they used it very
regularly over the last 30 days.

The data probably is unreliable (I have not seen the actual study), but the one interesting feature is
that only 3.4% of female respondents say they had ever used hashish. And none said they use it
regularly. Overall, this seems to tally with the results from CRRC's Data Initiative on smoking: there
IS a very strong gender discrepancy, with around 5% of female Georgian respondents admitting to
smoking (whereas around 45% of males say they smoke).

According to the Ministry of Interior, 2004 prices for 5 g of marijuana are roughly 7-9 US dollars.
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