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Azerbaijan, its history, its archaeology, its|
architecture are almost unknown, or better, too}
little known in Europe: even in the largest|
European oriental library, the Library of SOAS!,| (3
the entries under "Azerbaijan" in their|
computerized catalogue are only one hundred.

But the topic, and all the topics connected,
especially for scholars of Caucasian and Middle

East studies, seems now more and better studied.” ; i 3
Shah Isma'il bin Haydar (July 17" 1487-May ) 4
23" 1524) and his mark on architecture of such a / ) \k

large region is to be studied, according new me- d
thods and aims.

The dynastic quarrels helped Shah Isma'il, the head of the order from 1499,
in his war of conquest (1501-1503). Turcoman tribes of Anatolia were followers
of Safawiyya Amasya, Karaman, Tekkely, and also in regions in dispute between
Ottomans and Mamluks. Shah Isma'il, as the successor of the Akkoyunlu, claimed
the region of Di-yarbakir. He seized Azerbaijan under his control in 1501, then he
enlarged his state to Central Asia, to Marv, Herat and Samarkand. In 1507-1508
Ala ad-Daula was defeated and Kharput and Diyarbakir conquered, and the whole
Kurdistan occupied. Also Northern Mesopotamia and Kharput and Diyarbakir
remained under Safavid rule until 1515, Ahlat until 1517. In 1509 part of Georgia,
Shirvan and Derbent were conquered.

In 1510 Shah Isma'il turned against the Uzbeg Khan of Tran-soxiana, and
defeated them in Marv. In 1511 a revolt against the Ottomans rise in Tekke.
Isma'il was tought to be the incarnation of the Godhead, and he himself the
Mahdi. The head of the revolt, Shah Kuli was defeated in June 1511 near Kayseri:
the rebels fled to Isma'il.

Trebizond and Erzinjaji were the basis against the Safawids. In 1512 Shah
Isma'il commanded the governor of Erzinjan to lead several thousand of the
Anatolian followers of the Safawiyya into Persia. In Anatolia 40.000 adherents of
the Shi'a faith were been slain or imprisoned.

Selim began the long march to Persia, and whole the country became part
of his empire.

In 1514 Shah Isma'il was defeated by the Ottoman Selim at Chaldiran. But
in 1516 the Shah conquered again part of Georgia and the Caspian coast of
Shirvan. The state perpetuated the Ardabil religious order, and the head was
venerated as a divine being.

Shah Isma'il, great poet* and an important contributor to the culture of his
Empire, established at least two libraries in Tabriz and Ardabil. The tradition of
establishing libraries, when manuscripts were very expensive, it an ancient royal
tradition in this region: the libraries of Maiv, with the huge library established by
Sultan Sanjar (1118-1157), burnt during the Mongol invasion, the complex of
Maragha, scientific center with the famous observatory, a library, a school and
other buildings, built in 13 m century under the U-Khanid rule” the library in the
village of Sam (or Gazaniya), near Tabriz, built by Gazan Khan at the end of 13
century, two other libraries built by the minister of the same Khan little East from
Tabriz, all disappeared.

Shah Isma'il met all these institutions, even well known in his country, also
during his campaigns. In Central Asia the tradition of the Madrasa, a real
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University and the Observatory built by the great scientist and ruler Ulug Begh in
Samargand, Bukhara, Ghizhduvand, may have left its mark.

The architecture of this period have been very imperfectly known.® And
even if Isma'il's accession was a turning point of the
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history of Iran, Azerbaijan and other regions, because of the political turmoil,
little in architecture was produced. Not only, but the architecture, especially large
religious complexes, continued the late Timurid style, and the other buildings like
dams, pigeons towers, cisterns, ice houses and so on are especially hard to date.
These buildings are usually omitted from general surveys, so the most profitable
approach will be an accurate, complete survey of monuments, wish lists all
buildings of those years in Iran, Azerbaijan, Western part of Central Asia, Eastern
Anatolia, Mesopotamia.

Particularly useful will be a comparative analysis with the contemporary or
not earlier very monuments of Central Asia (in today's Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan) where the architects of the Timurid rulers bad built, according to the
definitive instructions, colossal complexes, clearly discernible and still preserved
in a good number.

Also in this context, to have at our disposal exact, reliable, exhaustive lists,
usable according to different criteria of research (either place, or datation, or kind
of buildings, or kind of plan), that only a computerized catalogue makes possible,
seems the only way of verifying every working hypothesis, of comparing different
theories, of suggesting dating of non dated or with a controversial dating
buildings and so on.

It is difficult to have a complete picture of the architectural production of a
period so troubled, but fundamental for the following, extraordinary
developments which took all, in broad sense, Iranian region, back to the
magnificence of the never forgotten earlier ages (Achaemenid, Sasanian, Seljiug,
II-Khan), also because it falls on regions nowaday divided among different
countries (and not long ago opposed each other): Turkey, Caucasian Republics of
the former Soviet Union, Iranian Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran,
Afghanistan, Central Asian Republics of the former Soviet Union (Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan).

To dispose in a synoptical way of all the information related to the
monuments built in the regions conquered by Shah Isma'il during the period that
we are considering, enables to link up to this personage
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more or less important buildings and to have a complete picture of the building
works during those years.

Also the preservation of the monuments of this period can take advantage
of the computerized cataloguing, which enables to have immediately up-to-date
data about the present conditions of the buildings, about the previous restorations,
about the damages suffered for different reasons (earthquakes, wars).

Notes

1. School of Oriental and African Studies in London University.

2. A - Italian, I'm particularly proud, that in Venice, town deeply linked with
this region, there is the chair of Azeri Language and Literature.

3. Hillenbrand R., "Safavid Architecture”, in The Cambridge History of Iran,
vol. VI, The Timurid and Safavid Periods., P. Jackson ed., Cambridge 1986,
pp. 759-842, with a good bibliography is a reliable and useful text, about
Shah Isma'il's architectural activity, only pp. 761-768.

4. Poet with the nom de plume of Khata'i. Bellingeri G., "Islam e turbe dell
animal. La perfezione in difctto di Shah Isma'il Khatai”, Annali di Ca'
Foscari, 34, 111 serie orientale 26 (1995), pp. 319-325.

5. The observatory is dated by an inscription of 1258-59

6. For Eastern Anatolia: Sinclair T. A., Eastern Turkey: an Architectural and
Archaeological Survey, 4 volumes, London 1987-1990. For Iran: Pope A.U.
(editor), A Survey of Persian Art from Prehistoric Times to the Present, 6
volumes, London 1938-1939 (re-issued in 1967 in 13 volumes). For the
former Soviet Union some useful studies published by Soviet scholars in
Russian.

7. About architectural links with Central Asia in the former period: Bretanitskij
L. S. K probleme vzairnosvjazej etnicheskoj obshchnosti kultur narodov
Perednogo Vostoka - O svjazjakh arkhitektury Azerbai-jana i Srednej Azii,
NAA, 1970, N6. Bretanitskij L. S., K voprosu vzaimosvjazi v srednevekovom
zodchestve Azerbajdzhana i Srednej Azii, Doklady AN Azerb SSR, , IV. t. 7,
Baku, 1948.

8. An international team of scholars is working about a large project of a
complete computerized catalogue of all architectural monuments of Islamic
world under the UNESCO patronage. The project is based in

Italy, and the catalogue on CD-ROM will be published soon. The author
wrote the five section of Azerbaijan, and Caucasus and Central Asia.

Xllasa
TARIXI AZORBAYCAN ORAZISINDO SAH iSMAYIL DOVRUNUN
ME MARLIQ iRSi: TOKLiF OLUNAN KOMPLTERLOSDIRILMis
KATALOQL N SONOT-TARIX iISTILAHLARINDA MUZAKIROSI

Maria Adelaide LALA COMNENO
(italiya)

Azorbaycan. onun tarixi, arxelogiyasi, memarligr Avropada, demok
olar ki, mo'lum dcyil vo yaxud az moMumdur: hotta Avropanin on boyiik
Sorq kitabxanasi olan London Univcrsitosi Sorq vo Afrika Todgqiqatlari
Morkozi kitabxanasinin kompiitcrlosdirilmis kataloqunda "Azorbaycan™
adi altinda comi yiiz geyd var.

Amma baxilan mdvzu vo onunla baglh digor movzular Qafgaz vo
Yaxin Sorq todqiqatcilarina indi daha ¢ox dyronilmis gorinur.

Sah Isniayil ibn | Icydor (17 iyul 1487 - 23 may 1524) vo onun bu
clir-boyik bdlgonin me'marliginda buraxdigi iz ycni metodlara uygun
oyronilmalidir.

Sah Ismayil, dahi sair vo 6z imperiyasinin madoniyyotindo dorin iz
qoymus hoékmdar, Tobrizdo vo Ordsbildo iki kitabxana ag¢nusdir.
Olyazmalann ¢ox giymotli oldugu bir dévrdo kitabxana agmaq an'onosi bu
bélgado godim sah on'onosi idi: belo ki. Sultan Soncor torofindon osasi
goyulnius vo Mongol hicumu dévriindo yandinlmis Morv kitabxanalari.
moshur rosadxana, kitabxana. moktob \o digor tikililori olan Maraga
komplcksi, X111 osrdo Elxanilorin h6kmdarligi dévriindo tikilmis tikililor,
X111 osrin sonuinda Qazan-xan torofindon Tobriz yaxi.nligindak: Sam (vo
ya Qazaniyyo) sohorindo tikilmis kitabxana, Tobrizdan bir godor sorqdo
cyni xanm naziri torofindon tikilmis iki kitabxana mohv olmusgdur.

Sah Ismayi1l 6z yiiriislori zaman1 homin tikililoilo rastlasmisda.
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Bu dovrin mc'marhigi haqqinda az mo'lumat var. Sah Ismayilin
hakimiyyoto golmosi iran, Azorbaycan vo digor bolgolorin tarixindo déniis
yaratsa da, siyasi horcmorclik izindon MC niarliqda az islor goriilmiisdiir.
Bcla narahat dovido me'marliq yaradicithginin tani tosvi-
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rini oldo etpiok murokkobdir, soboblordon biri bu bélgonin hal-bazirda
miixtolif 6lkolor arasinda béliinmosidir (Tlrkiyo. kegmis Sovct Ittifagmin
Qafgaz Respublikalan. Iran Azorbaycani. Iran Islam Rcs-publikasi.
Ofqanistan, ke¢mis Sovet Ittifaqinin Morka/.i Asiya Respub-likalan:
Turkmenistan, Ozbokistan, Qazaxstan).

Sali Ismayilin isgal etdiyi bélgelordoki tikililor hagqinda mo'lii-
matm doviiosdirilorok dyronilmosi, bu soxsiyyatin adi ilo bagli bu vo ya
digor doracedo miihiin1 cohatlori muoyyanlosdirmoyo vo 0 dovriin insaat
islori haqqinda tam tosavvir yaratmaga imkan vcrir.

Sah Ismayil dovri tikililarin gorunub saxlanilnias: onlarin kom-piiter
kataluglarina daxil cdilorok bugilinki vaziyyoti hagqinda son mo'lumatin
oldo edilmasina, oavvollordo apanlmis borpast vo muxlolif soboblor
Uziindon (zolzols, miharibo) Xxosarot alniasi haqqinda 1no'lumatlann
doqiglogmosina imkan vero bilor.



